
. . . Operation Dragnet" working from a "Master Pick-Up list" of 
approximately 500, 000 names, could pick up from 3 to 12 thousand 
Americ ans overnight" for detention in the camps. . . 

By E. Godron ' ' ; 



"Internal security emergency" 
if spoken by the president acting 
alone could touch off the biggest 
FBI man -hunt the nation has ever 
known, and Title 11 --the emer- 
gency detention section of the Mc- 
Carran A ct would: come info/ effect.' 
Title 11 would put thousands of 
Americans into "detention camps" 
i. e. concentration camps under 
the pretext of thier being potential 
spies and saboteurs. 

Eugene Kogon, Social Demo-' 
crat, deputy to Austrian Parlia- 
ment, survivor of Buchenwald 
Concentration Camp, 1939-1945 
had this to say of the political 
meaning of camp sites: "As sites 
for concentration camps, the ~ 
Nazis inevitably chose an inac- 
cessible area, preferably forests 



and moors, not too far from the 
larger cities. This served a 
dual purpose. The camps were 
isolated — yet the rest of the 
population was kept in a state of 
tPrrQr. . . . The first victims were 
chiefly Communists or people 
called Communists. . .-incarcerated 
in army barracks, abandoned fac- 
tories, remote depots. . . " in the 
small book. Concentration C am ns 
USA by Charles R. Allen, Jr7 ~ 
whd first visited the sites of the 
American concentration camps 
in 1952 then again in 1966, the 
author noted a marked simila- 
rity as to their locations. Mr. 

Allen also noted that almost with- 
out exception the facilities for 
handling more persons had been 
expanded as well as the main- 



tainence staff. The sites he visited 
were Allenwood, Pa. [ El Reno, 
Calif., Mill Point, West Vir- 
ginia, Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, Montgomery, Alabama, 
Tucson, Arizona, Safford, Ari- 
zona, McNeil Island,* Washing- 
ton, and Emendorf, Alaska. But 
one draft' exile in Montreal tells 
me of a concentration camp he 
saw going up outside LosAngeles, 
another draft couple exile tell 
me of a strange unoccupied but 
staffed barbed wire armv camp 
in Illinois. 

During the colloquy or Senate 
debate of 1950 over the passage 
Of the McCarran Act with its Ti- 
tle 11 both Hoover and the FBI 
were unquestioningly referred to 
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as the supreme arbiters as to 
who and how many would be 
picked up. 

The Associated Press in 
Washington, D. C. said that when 
applied. Title 1-1 will enable the 
FBI to make arrests without a 
warrant . Senator Pat McCarran 
said, after he added the deten- 
tion measure to his omnibus bill: 
In our own national community, 
according to FBI Director, J. 
Edgar Hoover, there are 12, 000 
hard core, dangerous Communists 
who could immediately be picked 
up. There are 500,000 mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 

In sympathy with them are 
500, 0.00 additional Americans 
who are either willing tools or 
party -line followers ready to 
succumb to its -peculiar blan- 
dishments. " 

"No one knows who would 
be detained or how many, " the 
New. York Times of December 27, 
1955 noted in its only story to 
appear on the camps. 

J. Wilter Yeagley, an Assis- 
tant Attorney General at the Jus- 
tice Division and member of the 
Internal Security Division , whose 
primary responsibility is to ad- 
ministrate the McCarran A ct was 
not of the opinion that the act 
should be public knowledge. 'His 
office also develops cases put be- 
fore the so-called Subversive Ac- 
tivities Control Board. In Yeag- 
ley's own words, "It strikes- me 
that any official view I' might have 
on the subject of your inquiry 
(Title 11 and the detention camps) 
should be for my superiors only 
and not a subject for public dis- 
cussion. " The attitude taken by 
Yeagley has its exact parallel in 
the use of the concentration camps 
used by Nazi Germany as noted 
in the Nuremberg War Crimes 
trails in 1946. "To heighten tne " 
atmosphere of terror surrounding 
the concentration camps, they 
were shrouded in secrecy. . . " 

The writer of Concentration 
Camps USA believes with the 
state of preparedness of the con- 
centration camps in 1952 that the 
operation directed by the FBI 
"Operation Dragnet " working 
from a "Master Pick-Up li^t" 
of approximately 500, 000 names, 
could pick up from 3 to 12 thou- 



sand Americans "overnight" for 
detention in the camps available 
then. The "Master Pick-Up List" 
is a part of the FBI's National 
Crime Information. The names 
for the lists are combed from 
tlje collectings of the House Un- 
AmeFican Activities Committee, 
the Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee (known as the "East- 
land Committee" from its chair- 
man, James O. Eastland, Missis- 
sippi Democrat), the FBI, CIA, 
the U. S. Post Office, and many 
local supgr patriots "Little Un- 
American Committees" under 
one name or another. 

Some of these local organi- 
zations are new and some have 
been collecting names for over 
30 years. The latest additions 
to the "Master Pick-Up List" 
have come from chiefly civil 
rights and peace movements. 

Mr. Charles Allen Jr. asked 
superintendent of Allenwood, Pa. , 
Guy G. R exroad, "what kind of 
camp it was to be. . . for males 



only, mixed or what?" Answer: 

So far the uniforms we’ve re- 
ceived and the material we have 
here is for males but I guess 
there'll be women too. Probably 
whole families. . . " But how? 
Entire families about to conspire 
in espionage arid sabotage? 

A TYPICAL ORDER FOR 'PRO- 
TECTIVE CUSTODY' Berlin, 

28 February, 1933 

Order of Protective Custody, 
Based on Article 1 of the Decree 
of the Reich President for the Pro- 
tection of the People and the State, 
you are hereby taken into protec - ’ 
tive custody in the interest of pub- 
lic safety and order. 

Reason: Suspicion of activities 
mimical toward the Reich.-, .and 
being expected in the future to dis- 
obey official administrative regu- 
lations and act as an enemy of the 
Reich. 

Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression 

Please compare with: 

AN INTERNAL SECURITY EMER- 
GENCY DETENTION ORDER 
(As Provided Under the McCarran 
Act) 



The President of the United 
States has declared that an 'In- 
ternal Security Emergency' ex- 
ists. The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation is hereby authorized 
by the Attorney General of the 
United States "to apprehend and 
detain the person named, desig- 
nated and escribed below. . . as 
to whom there is reasonable 
ground to believe that he/she 
probably will engage in, or pro- 
bably will conspire with others 
to engage in, acts of espionage 
or of sabotage. " 

The detention will be in the 
place designated below toy the 
office of Internal Security Divi- ; 
sion of the Department of Jus - 
tice and as is authorized by the 
Attorney General of the United 
States. 

The detention of the below- 
designated person will last until 
the end of the Internal Security 
Emergency is proclaimed by the 
President of the United States 
or by the Concurrent Resolution 
of both Houses of the United States 
Congress, or until a release may 
be affected by either the Attorney 
General of the United States or 
by the Board of Detention Review. 

„ The Department of Justice 
at no time is required to release 
any information the revelation of 
which would disclose the identity 
or evidency of Government agents 
or officers which he believes 
would be dangerous to the national 
safety and security to divulge. " 

To knowingly disregard or 
evade apprehension of this deten- 
tion warrant is a federal crime 
punishable of a fine of $10, 000 
and imprisonment of 10 years 
or both. " 

A copy of this Federal De- 
tention Order shall be supplied 
to the person designated for 
apprehension and detention, 
signed 

Attorney General of the 
United States 

Categories which Title 11 
would encompus under the Mc- 
Carran Act: "Communist Ac- 
tion . . . controlled and operated 
to advance the policies and ac- 
tivities of the world communist 
movement. (Tailored to fit only 
the Communist Party. ) "Com- 
munist-Front". . . organization. 

(Can apply to any dissenting 
group. ) "Communist infiltrated" 

. . . influenced by a member of 
the action" organization and 
its policies (primarily for un- 
ions.) Criteria for categories 
are determined by the extent 
that ideas and policies "do not 
deviate” from those of Com- 
munists. 




